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PRESS RELEASE 

 

The pioneering nature-based solutions provider, financed by leading FMCG 

multinationals, has released a Progress Report 2022-24 Report showing 

Rimba Collective to be one of the world’s largest conservation financing 

mechanisms  

24th October 2024, Singapore – The Rimba Collective, a pioneer of nature-based solutions based in Asia, 

has launched a Progress Report 2022-24 highlighting its successes over the period. These include financing 

16 active projects covering over 224,107 hectares of forest conservation and restoration with USD 14 

million of funding delivered to project operators to date. This is aligned with a plan to scale to 550,000 

hectares by 2026.  

 

The Rimba Collective is a first-of-its-kind initiative that provides a unique financing mechanism for nature-
based solutions. These solutions are holistic approaches to protecting biodiversity, supporting 

communities and sustaining natural ecosystems.  

 

One of the most important features of the Rimba Collective is that leading consumer goods manufacturers 
collaborate to fund nature-focused projects at significant scale and based on their proportionate use of 

palm oil, taking a long-term view on the investment. In doing so they adopt a shared responsibility and 

proportionately link the purchase of agricultural commodities to ecosystem outcomes.   
 
Michal Zrust, Founder and Chief Executive of Lestari Capital which manages the Rimba Collective said, “I 

am immensely proud of our remarkable collective effort over the last two years. I’d like to thank all of our 
Founding Partners who have worked tirelessly with us to develop Rimba Collective’s unique approach. 

Leading corporations know they need to demonstrate to their stakeholders the positive impact their 
companies can generate, and nature-based solutions, such as the Rimba Collective, are key risk 
management mechanisms. In this latest report we are confirming both the impact we have achieved to 

date and our approach to delivering resilient supply chains while ensuring credibility of sustainability 

commitments.” 

 
The Rimba Collective’s approach means identifying forestry conservation and restoration projects that 
meet a high standard of monitoring and independent evaluation to ensure they deliver long-term verified 
outcomes. This mechanism empowers the conservation of forests with diverse implications including 

climate benefits, protection of endangered and vulnerable species’ habitats, alongside more than 10,000 

forest-dependent households.  
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The Rimba Collective intends to continue with this success and the report highlights that it will finance the 
conservation and restoration of 550,000 hectares by 2026. 
 
“Our model is based on a 25-year plus timescale designed to secure forest preservation funding for 

generations to come. This gives us a long-term view and we are working with current partners as well as 

new ones to work towards a new, more ambitious, target to finance one million hectares in South-East 
Asia.” Zrust added.  
 
About Lestari Capital  

 

Founded in 2017 in Southeast Asia, Lestari Capital is an impact-focused enterprise headquartered in 

Singapore that designs, builds, and operates innovative mechanisms to address the chronic under-funding 
of conservation and restoration initiatives through integration with supply chain market demands. 
 

Working in partnership with industry leaders, Lestari Capital aims to change the narrative around 

conservation funding globally by integrating the value of ecosystem services into the cost of commodities.  

 
Visit: www.lestaricapital.com. 

 

About The Rimba Collective  
 

The Rimba Collective is an innovative, long-term collaboration between consumer goods manufacturers, 

processors, traders and growers in the agricultural commodities industry. Through collective action, each 
company can deliver on its individual corporate sustainability objectives over the long term and at scale.  
 

We are at the forefront of a movement leading the transformation to sustainable economies through 
programmes that protect and restore natural landscapes and support local communities. We partner with 

NGOs, governments and conservation experts to deliver positive ecosystem outcomes at scale over the 
next 25 years, and through our unique finance mechanism and robust verification approach, we equitably 
link high-quality, credible ecosystem outcomes to the scale of companies’ contributions and their 

procurement of natural commodities. 

 
Learn more at: https://rimbacollective.com/. 
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